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AALAS Guidelines Regarding Image Acquisition and Manipulation  
Adjustments of brightness, contrast, or color balance are acceptable if they are applied to the whole image and as long as they do not obscure or eliminate any information present in the original. No specific feature within an image may be enhanced, obscured, moved, or removed. The grouping of images from different parts of the same gel or from different gels, fields, or exposures must be made explicit by the arrangement of the figure (for example, by using dividing lines) and in the text of the figure legend. Nonlinear adjustments (for example, gamma settings) must be disclosed in the figure legend. Questionable digital images in manuscripts accepted for publication will be referred to the Editors, who will request the original data from the authors for comparison to the prepared figures. Cases in which the manipulation affects the interpretation of the data may result in refusal of the manuscript for publication and may be reported to the authors’ home institutions or funding agencies.


