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Shipping Rodents
By Faith Conkle, RLATG – 2006 Technician Lunch & Learn, SLC, UT
Where to Get Started

1. Points of Contact (P.O.C.)
            a.   Laboratory Personnel – usually 1st person – who has/or wants the mice
b.   Institutional Veterinarian – for health reports/program description
      APPROVAL TO SHIP

c.   Shipping Coordinator/Transport Specialist – assists in receiving in or  

      shipping out. Provides shipping address, account #s for billing.
2.           Health Reports                                                         
a. Serology

i. How current – what is acceptable - your Institutional Guidelines
b. Other
      i. Bacteriology, Parasitology (external, internal)   
c. if “dirty” can you rederive elsewhere       
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2. Rules and Regulations

a. IATA



http://www.iata.org/ps/publications
b. APHIS Health Certificate

c. Health Certificate (International)

d. Pro-forma Invoice

3. Factors that affect shipping

a. Weather (too cold, too hot) 

i. Airline temperature cutoff
b. Location  of Institution

4. Transport Choices

               Air                                                           Ground
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5. Courier

a. BAX Global    http://www.baxglobal.com
b. UPS (formerly Emery/Menlo Worldwide) http://www.ups.com
c. World Courier http://www.worldcourier.com
d. Marken            http://www.marken.com
e. AirNet              http://www.airnet.com

6. Packaging and Supplies
a. Shipping carton types

1. Taconic Transit Cage™

                  2. NEW JAX® MICE SHIPPING CONTAINER

                  3. Charles River Gnotosafe™ Shipper
                  4. Other – Harlan 


 b.   Identification of contents

       1. Cage cards attached to container
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b. Label compartments – JAX shipper or TTC
c. How are mice marked – key for receiving end?

d. Strain, sex, number, color, d.o.b
e. Nutrition (feed)

1. pellets on container floor
f. Bedding

            1. type, nestlets?

g. Water Source

1. gel packs

2. potatoes, fruit **

**  Interstate/Overseas restrictions??
h. Labels

1. To and From

2. Cartons (how many)

3. Reference # (from receiving institution)

4. LIVE ANIMALS labels ( all sides of the carton)
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i. Other

1. copy of health reports?

2. packing densities

i. http://www.harlan.com/transportation
7. Domestic shipment

a. State Regulations – does it require a signed health certificate?
8. Foreign shipment

a. EU – many regulations - difficult
b. Asia – time difference

9. Confirmation of Delivery
a. courier to call sender after delivery

b. track air bill
c. e-mail from receiving end

10. Details, details, details

a. from and to a barrier ? Sterilize carton, bedding, any other materials
b. MAKE SURE you have the permission to ship

c. Keep in contact with your point of contact (shipping delays- e.g. weather)

d. Who is paying for the shipment ?
e. Do you have an account with the courier service

f. How are you going to ensure that the carton won’t open (staples, tape, cable ties)

g. Dedicated Animal Courier vs. delivery services – expense and guarantee

h. Climate controlled vehicles

i. A little extra work on your end makes it a lot easier for the receiving end- remember that it may be YOU receiving in that next shipment of mice from another Institution
j. Provide a detailed shipping inventory
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