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Age:
5-10
 11-20
 21-30
 31-40
 41-50
 over 51
Sex:
 Female
 Male

Read each of the following statements and respond by circling the number which BEST represents your opinion.

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT . . .?



     NOT OKAY


    OKAY
1.
Keeping a dog, cat, or other animal as a pet?


6
5
4
3
2
1

2.
Neutering/spaying a pet?




6
5
4
3
2
1

3.
Keeping animals in zoos?




6
5
4
3
2
1

4.
Keeping classroom pets at school?



6
5
4
3
2
1

5.
Racing horses, dogs, or other animals?


6
5
4
3
2
1

6.
Eating meat?






6
5
4
3
2
1

7.
Using animals for dissection in the classroom?

6
5
4
3
2
1

8.
Using animals to test cosmetics or beauty supplies?

6
5
4
3
2
1

9.
Fishing or hunting for sport?




6
5
4
3
2
1

10.
Fishing or hunting for food?




6
5
4
3
2
1

11.
Using animals to test the safety of household products?
6
5
4
3
2
1

12.
Declawing a pet cat?





6
5
4
3
2
1

13.
Wearing fur coats?





6
5
4
3
2
1

14.
Wearing or using items made from leather?


6
5
4
3
2
1

15.
Using animals to test the effectiveness of new drugs?
6
5
4
3
2
1

16.
Using pound animals for medical research?


6
5
4
3
2
1

17.
Pitbull fighting?





6
5
4
3
2
1

18.
Using animals to train surgeons on surgical techniques?
6
5
4
3
2
1

19.
Using animals in military testing?



6
5
4
3
2
1

20.
Using animals to find treatments and cures for pet animals?
6
5
4
3
2
1

21.
Using seeing-eye dogs to assist the blind?


6
5
4
3
2
1
22.
Using rescue dogs to find missing people in collapsed buildings?
6
5
4
3
2
1
23.
Having animal performances at a circus?


6
5
4
3
2
1
24.
Showing cats and/or dogs at shows?



6
5
4
3
2
1
25.
Training animals to act for TV or commercials?

6
5
4
3
2
1
26.
Using therapy dogs for the elderly or mentally retarded?
6
5
4
3
2
1
27.
Wearing items made from sheep wool?


6
5
4
3
2
1
28.
Drinking milk or eating dairy products?


6
5
4
3
2
1
29.
Using live animals for school team mascots?


6
5
4
3
2
1
30.
Riding bulls or roping cows in rodeos?


6
5
4
3
2
1
“Use of Animals” Teacher Notes:  

Purpose

This activity serves as a catalyst to get students thinking about possible ethical issues surrounding the use of animals in today’s society, particularly the use of animals in biomedical research and product safety testing. Participating in this activity will also help students appreciate diversity in our society and teach them to respect the opinions of other people.
Suggestions for Using this Activity:
1. Have preliminary discussions with your students about the role animals have played in our lives throughout history up through present time. 

2. It may be best to do this activity without first introducing the topic of biomedical research to your students. Some students have pre-conceived opinions about the use of animals in research that are based on images they’ve seen in movies and on TV and do not realize the extent such research has on things around them.  You do not want their present opinions, whether pro or con, to influence those that are taking the survey.
3. Make enough copies of the survey form for each student to have at least 10 copies.  Ask the students to conduct the survey only with their family members and close friends and neighbors.  Caution: Students should NOT be encouraged to talk to strangers.
4. When all surveys are completed, have the children (individually, in groups, or as a class) place their results into a spreadsheet on the computer.  

5. Once all results are entered, create charts and graphs showing the various results.  These can be broken down by age, sex, and/or topic. These can be used in PowerPoint presentations or to create classroom posters. 
6. Follow-up discussion should include some of the following:
a. The results of which question surprised you the most?  Why?

b. Were there questions that you had strong feelings about, but others did not?  Explain.

c. Questions 9 and 10 were both about fishing, yet for different reasons. Were their results similar? Can you explain why or why not? 

d. Why do you think some uses of animals are more acceptable to the general public than others?  

e. Did certain questions have a majority of “Okay” or “Not Okay” responses?  Why do you think this occurred? What makes the situation acceptable or not acceptable to most people?

7. What were the general opinions to questions 8, 11, 15, 16, 18, and 20? All of these questions deal specifically with the use of animals in biomedical research or product safety testing. Here are some questions to ponder: How do the majority of survey participants feel about the use of animals in research? Were the responses to these questions expected? How do the students feel about these questions themselves? From what sources here have the students “learned” about the use of animals in research? Was it from TV? Movies? Books? Have any of them ever experienced the benefits of medical research directly? 
Additional Activities

This opinion survey can be used in a variety of ways.  Here are a few additional ideas:
1. Use the survey sheet as a topic for a science fair project.  The student should gather at least 50-100 of the completed surveys to obtain a wide representative sample.

2. Use the questions from the sheet for classroom debate topics.  Divide the class into both the pro and con side of each issue.

3. Use the questions for persuasive writing activities having the students convince the class of his/her opinion on the topic. 
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