
Magical Trunk of Careers

The following are suggested contents based on the various career positions covered on AALAS’ Reach Out! Educating the Public about People and Animals in Biomedical Research DVD set (funded by the AALAS Foundation).  Using your creativity and the materials within your facility, you can create your own Magical Trunk of Careers to use in your public outreach efforts.  

· A small footlocker (trunk) can be purchased from places such as Wal-Mart or K-Mart for about $20. A trunk with wheels is suggested for ease in transporting. 

· Garage sales are perfect places to find some of the toy items!  

Librarian

· Dictionary – Must contain basic terms such as “research,” “laboratory,” biomedical,” etc.

Biologist

· Lab coat* (disposable or cloth)

Chemist

· Test tubes (plastic)

· Test tube rack

· Safety goggles*
Veterinarian

· Lab coat* (disposable or cloth)

· Stethoscope (Care should be taken when using this so as not to injure ears or hearing. Toy stethoscopes are best.)

· Toy pet carrier with stuffed animals

· Toy pager

Animal Caretaker

· Scrub top

· Shoe covers

· Exam gloves*

· Toy Walkie Talkies 
· Clipboards
· Stuffed animals (especially common lab animal species)
Veterinary Technician

· Scrub top

· Exam gloves*

· Plastic rats (common during Halloween season)
· Small syringe (no sharps!)*
· Gavage needle*


· Toy cell phone

Statistician

· Toy computer or old computer keyboard
Security/Police Officer

· ID badges (handmade foil-wrapped pieces of cardboard embellished with photos from magazines)

· Security badges (handmade foil-wrapped stars cut from cardboard)

Firefighter

· Toy fireman’s hat

Construction worker

· [image: image1.wmf]Toy hardhat

Primate caretaker

· Tyvek bunny suit*

· Face shield*
· Exam gloves*

Pathologist

· Toy microscope

· Micro titer plate (unopened)

Photographer and/or Publicist

· Toy camera 

· Brochure with large, colorful pictures of animals in research

* It is suggested that all PPE be in its original, unopened packages, and that all exam gloves be both latex-free and powder-free.  
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