Become Somebody in AALAS
How you can get involved in AALAS…from the Branch Level to the National Level.

How do I get started at the Branch Level?

· Most branches welcome new “blood” someone that has new ideas and a fresh outlook. 

· Attend meetings regularly, meet new people and get a feel for how the branch is run.
· Become Involved.  Run for a council position.  Some branches may call this a trustee.
· Once your feet are wet and you are ready for a challenge, run for Secretary, Treasurer, President-Elect or even President. 

· Another route you can take is to run for your branch TBR.  This will keep you in touch with your local AALAS community as well as the National Office.
· Join National AALAS at one of the three membership levels to receive more benefits and services from AALAS.
· If your branch hosts a District Meeting, work on the planning committee in some capacity such as local arrangements, registration and scientific program to name a few.

Some things to consider on your way to a Leadership Position.

· Achieve certification through AALAS at the highest level.  ALAT, LAT, LATG, CMAR—it’s a great personal accomplishment.
· Attend the Leadership Academy held annually at the National Meeting.  This is a training seminar geared toward preparing attendees for leadership positions at the Branch and National Levels. 

· Attend ILAM and other AALAS sponsored training sessions and programs.


How do I get started at the National Level?

· Contact the National office to volunteer for a committee that interests you.  From here you may be asked to serve as the committee chair for that committee.  
· If you have been a National Member for 5 years you are qualified to run as Trustee or Alternate Trustee.  It is recommended that you have served at your local branch and/or district level in some Leadership capacity. 

· Other positions you may run for is President Elect and Secretary/Treasurer.

This is your professional association.  The more you know about what AALAS offers, how it operates and the people who are involved—the better informed you will be to choose the right committee or leadership position for you.


For more information contact your AALAS Branch President, District Trustee, or the AALAS National Office.
By: Michelle Tussing, AS, RVT, RLATG; District 5 Trustee (2004-2006); tussing@battelle.org
The sky is the limit,


so reach for the starts!





“Leaders are not born. Leaders are made, and they are made by effort and hard work.”


Vince Lombardi





Maintaining Leadership


Maintain a strong sense of purpose.


Maintain a positive atmosphere.


Remain persuasive by showing commitment.


Be persistent.











