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       Disaster




PREP-aredness




  And Recovery

The definition of Disaster:

An occurrence causing widespread destruction and distress; a catastrophe. Catastrophe – A great, often sudden calamity. Calamity – An event that brings terrible loss, lasting distress, or severe affliction, a disaster.

What do we define as a disaster?

· FEMA definition:” an event that results in large numbers of deaths and injuries; causes extensive damage or destruction of facilities that provide and sustain human needs; produces an over whelming demand on state and local response resources and mechanisms… 
 (FEMA- Federal Emergency Management Agency)

· ARC definition: “ an occurrence such as hurricane, tornado, storm flood, high water, wind-driven water, tidal wave, earthquake, drought, blizzard, pestilence, famine, fire, explosion, volcanic eruption, building collapse transportation accident, or other situation that causes human suffering or creates human needs that the victims cannot alleviate without assistance” (ARC – American Red Cross)

· Public Health research – “ extreme environmental events that cause excess morbidity and mortality; they represent a category of environmental agent”.
 

Types of Disasters  - Natural and “Man-made”

· Geographical Predispositions – e.g. California (earthquakes), Florida (hurricanes)

· “Natural”

· Summer weather – heat and drought

· Winter weather – snow and ice

· Weather “events” – Hurricanes, Tornadoes, Floods

· Other – Earthquakes, Fires, Volcanic eruptions, Tsunami

· “Man-made “ 

· Arson, Explosions, Hazardous Materials

How DO “we” Prepare????

· Institutional Disaster Plan

· Web-site

· Manual

· Safety Officer

· Facility Plan

· Local and State Agencies

· Literature from Local Utilities, Media

How DO “we” Recover????

· Recovery Plan

· Access back to Facility

· Triage Facility

What We Have Learned

· Feasible

· Non-feasible
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