Technician Night

[image: image1.wmf]At the Metro New York AALAS Branch, Technician Night is an annual branch meeting that is specifically designated to promote technician participation within the branch, as well as to foster creativity and professional development within the lab animal science field. Focus on preparation and oral presentation skills are mentored, demonstrated, and judged to encourage future endeavors of this nature. Technicians are encouraged to prepare and present a topic on something they are interested in. The presentation is made to their peers in a formal, yet non-threatening environment and is intended to be a professional learning experience for the technicians. It is hoped the experience they gain here, will prepare them to make presentations at larger district meetings or even at the AALAS National Meeting. 

The Technician Branch Representative (also Assistant TBR) of our branch has been established as the person to coordinate this event. The TBR(s) will do all the work for the event including recruiting the technician speakers (usually 2-3 per event), mentoring the techs through creating a presentation, providing info to our newsletter editor for appropriate announcements, obtaining the judges, preparing and presenting the CEU certificates for the speakers, awarding the checks from our branch (or vendor sponsor), and hosting the event.  

Technicians willing to participate choose a topic they are interested in that relates to their job [a husbandry technique, surgical procedure, research they are assisting with (if approved by facility and PI), troubleshooting, and management skills (if the tech is in a supervisory position)]. The info the techs need to submit to their TBR(s) to get on the program includes: the title, brief outline of their presentation, names of authors and co-presenters, name of facility, their position, and degrees/certifications held. The actual presentation should be 15-20 minutes in length and include some sort of visual aids including flip chart, samples of instruments or materials used, 35mm slides, video, Microsoft PowerPoint presentation, handouts, etc. The presentation should be given orally and the presenter should expect to answer any questions provided from the audience. The presenter will be judged for their preparedness, knowledge of topic discussed, appropriateness of visual aids, and questions answered appropriately. 
The panel of judges will consist of one veterinarian, one facility supervisor/manager, and one technician. It is best if the judges do not work in the same institution as the presenters to avoid a conflict of interest. Each judge will be given a scoring sheet for each participant (see back side of sheet). Each participant will be judged on:

· Professional appearance and appropriate speech

· Knowledge of topic covered - amount of reading performed

· Presentation and preparedness - visual aids, handouts, etc…

· Appropriateness of answers to audience questions

When the judges have confirmed their "winner" the awards can be presented at the conclusion of the meeting. Our branch has given a higher monetary award to the best presenter and subsequent but equal lesser amounts to all of the other "runner ups". (For example: If the total amount to be awarded is $300 the Grand Prize winner will receive a check in the amount of $150 and the remaining 3 contestants will get $50 each.) The amounts awarded are decided upon by our branch officers ahead of time and are announced in our newsletter. Past presenters should be recruited as judges for future Technician Night events. 

Sample checklist for TBR(s) for Tech Night:

· Welcome and Introductions (by TBR and ATBR)

· Pass around attendance sheet (for CEU certificates)
· Remind technicians they may pickup CEU certificates from attendance at the last meeting they attended
· Introduce judges and thank them for participating
· Introduce speakers

· Ask for questions at end of each speech (if they don’t remember to do so)

· When all finish, ask judges to tally their results and declare the prize winners (do the top winner last)
· Present CEU Certificates for speaking and check from Branch/sponsor.

Questions? Contact the current Metro New York TBR. Contact the AALAS office for the most recent contact information.

Submitted by Vicki Giroffi, 2003 Metro NY TBR 
MNYBAALAS Technician Night
Judge Scoring Sheet
Please listen to each presentation tonight and judge the presenters on the following: topic covered (unique/interesting), knowledge of the topic, presentation of material, preparedness, question and answer session. Please keep in mind that this may be the first time the technician has made a presentation to a large audience.

Presenter:






Facility: 





Topic: 















Appropriate appearance and speech: 











Knowledge of the topic - amount of reading performed: 









Presentation and Preparedness - visual aids, handouts provided, etc.: 







Question and Answer Session - questions answered adequately: 








Additional comments: 













